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General
1
The World Summit on Sustainable Development was held from 26 August to
4 September 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa.
2

The Summit adopted, as main outcomes:
.1

the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development; and

.2

the Plan of Implementation.

3
The delegation of the IMO Secretariat participated in the process of the Summit and
provided information on the achievements of IMO in implementing Chapter 17 of Agenda 21,
adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in
Rio de Janeiro in 1992. A pamphlet on IMO’s key contribution “Ships and the sea – vital to
sustainable development” was developed by the Secretariat based on the report of IMO, which
was approved by MEPC, with subsequent input from other relevant Committees and submitted to
the Commission on Sustainable Development. Thousands of copies of the pamphlet were
distributed at the Summit Conference Centre and the IMO pavilion set up together with GEF and
UNIDO in the Water Dome established for the Summit.
4
The Summit provided a number of opportunities for the State delegations, international
organizations and other major groups to organize side events and presentations to announce and
introduce their partnership proposals or initiatives. IMO’s present activities to prepare
environmental partnership proposals on the management of ballast water (GloBallast), the
Marine Electronic Highway (MEH) Project for the Malacca and Straits and three new proposed
For reasons of economy, this document is printed in a limited number. Delegates are
kindly asked to bring their copies to meetings and not to request additional copies.
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initiatives by the Regional Programme on Building Partnerships for Environmental Management
in Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) were introduced during the Summit.
Plan of Implementation
5
The Plan of Implementation adopted by the Summit is composed of the following
sections:
I

Introduction;

II

Poverty eradication;

III

Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production;

IV

Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social
development;

V

Sustainable development in a globalizing world;

VI

Health and sustainable development;

VII

Sustainable development of small island developing States;

VIII

Sustainable development for Africa;

VIII bis

Other regional initiatives;

IX

Means of implementation; and

X

Institutional framework for sustainable development.

6
Key issues that are relevant to the activities of IMO are covered in the following
paragraphs of the advance unedited text of the Plan of Implementation and the text of these
paragraphs is contained at annex to this note for the information of the Council:
paragraph 22

globally harmonized system for the classification and labelling of
chemicals and transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous
wastes.

paragraph 29

oceans, seas, islands and coastal areas and regular inter-agency
co-ordination mechanism on ocean and coastal issues in the United
Nations system.

paragraph 30

fisheries and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.

paragraph 31

Jakarta Mandate on the Convention and Sustainable Use of Marine
and Coastal Biological Diversity of the Convention on Biological
Diversity.

paragraph 32

Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-based Activities.

paragraph 33

maritime safety and protection of the marine environment from
pollution;
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implementation of IMO instruments, including consideration of a
stronger mechanism to secure the implementation of IMO instruments
by flag States; and
development of the IMO International Convention on the Control and
Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments.
paragraph 33 bis

international maritime transportation and other transboundary
movement of radioactive material, radioactive waste and spent fuel.

paragraph 34

assessment of marine and coastal ecosystems.

paragraph 35

disaster management.

paragraph 36

climate change.

paragraph 37

air pollution.

paragraph 42

biodiversity and control over invasive alien species.

Section X

strengthening the institutional framework for sustainable development
at the international level;
role of the General Assembly;
role of the Economic and Social Council; and
role and function of the Commission on Sustainable Development.

Action requested of the Council
7

The Council is invited to take note of the above information.
***
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ANNEX
WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION
(Adopted on 4 September 2002)
Paragraphs extracted from the Advance unedited text
III

Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production
***

22. Renew the commitment, as advanced in Agenda 21, to sound management of chemicals
throughout their life cycle and of hazardous wastes for sustainable development and for the
protection of human health and the environment, inter alia, aiming to achieve by 2020 that
chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse
effects on human health and the environment, using transparent science-based risk assessment
procedures and science-based risk management procedures, taking into account the precautionary
approach, as set out in principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,
and support developing countries in strengthening their capacity for the sound management of
chemicals and hazardous wastes by providing technical and financial assistance.
This would include actions at all levels to:
(a)
Promote the ratification and implementation of relevant international instruments
on chemicals and hazardous waste, including the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed
Consent Procedures for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade so
that it can enter into force by 2003 and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants so that it can enter into force by 2004, and encourage and improve coordination as
well as supporting developing countries in their implementation;
(b)
Further develop a strategic approach to international chemicals management based
on the Bahia Declaration and Priorities for Action beyond 2000 of the Intergovernmental Forum
on Chemical Safety (IFCS) by 2005, and urge that the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), IFCS, other international organizations dealing with chemical management, and other
relevant international organizations and actors closely cooperate in this regard, as appropriate;
(c)
Encourage countries to implement the new globally harmonized system for the
classification and labelling of chemicals as soon as possible with a view to having the system
fully operational by 2008;
(d)
Encourage partnerships to promote activities aimed at enhancing environmentally
sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes, implementing multilateral environmental
agreements, raising awareness of issues relating to chemicals and hazardous waste, and
encouraging the collection and use of additional scientific data;
(e)
Promote efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking of hazardous chemicals
and hazardous wastes and to prevent damage resulting from the transboundary movement and
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disposal of hazardous wastes in a manner consistent with obligations under relevant international
instruments, such as the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal;
(f)
Encourage development of coherent and integrated information on chemicals,
such as through national pollutant release and transfer registers;
(g)
Promote reduction of the risks posed by heavy metals that are harmful to human
health and the environment, including through a review of relevant studies, such as the UNEP
global assessment of mercury and its compounds.
IV

Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social
development
***

29.
Oceans, seas, islands and coastal areas form an integrated and essential component of the
Earth’s ecosystem and are critical for global food security and for sustaining economic prosperity
and the well-being of many national economies, particularly in developing countries. Ensuring
the sustainable development of the oceans requires effective coordination and cooperation,
including at the global and regional levels, between relevant bodies, and actions at all levels to:
(a)
Invite States to ratify or accede to and implement the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea, which provides the overall legal framework for ocean activities;
(b)
Promote the implementation of chapter 17 of Agenda 21 which provides the
programme of action for achieving the sustainable development of oceans, coastal areas and seas
through its programme areas of integrated management and sustainable development of coastal
areas, including exclusive economic zones; marine environmental protection; sustainable use and
conservation of marine living resources; addressing critical uncertainties for the management of
the marine environment and climate change; strengthening international, including regional,
cooperation and coordination; and sustainable development of small islands;
(c)
Establish an effective, transparent and regular inter-agency coordination
mechanism on ocean and coastal issues within the United Nations system;
(d)
Encourage the application by 2010 of the ecosystem approach, noting the
Reykjavik Declaration on Responsible Fisheries in the Marine Ecosystem and decision 5/6 of the
Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity;
(e)
Promote integrated, multidisciplinary and multisectoral coastal and ocean
management at the national level, and encourage and assist coastal States in developing ocean
policies and mechanisms on integrated coastal management;
(f)
Strengthen regional cooperation and coordination between the relevant regional
organizations and programmes, the UNEP regional seas programmes, regional fisheries
management organizations and other regional science, health and development organizations;
(g)
Assist developing countries in coordinating policies and programmes at the
regional and subregional levels aimed at the conservation and sustainable management of fishery
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resources, and implement integrated coastal area management plans, including through the
promotion of sustainable coastal and small-scale fishing activities and, where appropriate, the
development of related infrastructure;
(h)
Take note of the work of the open-ended informal consultative process established
by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 54/33 in order to facilitate the annual
review by the Assembly of developments in ocean affairs and the upcoming review of its
effectiveness and utility to be held at its fifty-seventh session under the terms of the
abovementioned resolution.
30.

To achieve sustainable fisheries, the following actions are required at all levels:

(a)
Maintain or restore stocks to levels that can produce the maximum sustainable
yield with the aim of achieving these goals for depleted stocks on an urgent basis and where
possible not later than 2015;
(b)
Ratify or accede to and effectively implement the relevant United Nations and, where
appropriate, associated regional fisheries agreements or arrangements, noting in particular the
Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling
Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks and the 1993 Agreement to Promote Compliance
with International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas;
(c)
Implement the 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, taking note of the
special requirements of developing countries as noted in its article 5, and the relevant Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) international plans of action and technical
guidelines;
(d)
Urgently develop and implement national and, where appropriate, regional plans
of action, to put into effect the FAO international plans of action, in particular the international
plan of action for the management of fishing capacity by 2005 and the international plan of
action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing by 2004.
Establish effective monitoring, reporting and enforcement, and control of fishing vessels,
including by flag States, to further the international plan of action to prevent, deter and eliminate
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing;
(e)
Encourage relevant regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements to give due consideration to the rights, duties and interests of coastal States and the
special requirements of developing States when addressing the issue of the allocation of share of
fishery resources for straddling stocks and highly migratory fish stocks, mindful of the provisions
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10
December 1982 Relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, on the high seas and within exclusive economic zones;
(f)
Eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing
and to over-capacity, while completing the efforts undertaken at WTO to clarify and improve its
disciplines on fisheries subsidies, taking into account the importance of this sector to developing
countries;
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(g)
Strengthen donor coordination and partnerships between international financial
institutions, bilateral agencies and other relevant stakeholders to enable developing countries, in
particular the least developed countries and small island developing States and countries with
economies in transition, to develop their national, regional and subregional capacities for
infrastructure and integrated management and the sustainable use of fisheries;
(h)
Support the sustainable development of aquaculture, including small-scale
aquaculture, given its growing importance for food security and economic development.
31.
In accordance with chapter 17 of Agenda 21, promote the conservation and management
of the oceans through actions at all levels, giving due regard to the relevant international
instruments to:
(a)
Maintain the productivity and biodiversity of important and vulnerable marine and
coastal areas, including in areas within and beyond national jurisdiction;
(b)
Implement the work programme arising from the Jakarta Mandate on the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity of the Convention
on Biological Diversity, including through the urgent mobilization of financial resources and
technological assistance and the development of human and institutional capacity, particularly in
developing countries;
(c)
Develop and facilitate the use of diverse approaches and tools, including the
ecosystem approach, the elimination of destructive fishing practices, the establishment of marine
protected areas consistent with international law and based on scientific information, including
representative networks by 2012 and time/area closures for the protection of nursery grounds and
periods, proper coastal land use; and watershed planning and the integration of marine and
coastal areas management into key sectors;
(d)
Develop national, regional and international programmes for halting the loss of
marine biodiversity, including in coral reefs and wetlands;
(e)
Implement the RAMSAR Convention, including its joint work programme with
the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the programme of action called for by the
International Coral Reef Initiative to strengthen joint management plans and international
networking for wetland ecosystems in coastal zones, including coral reefs, mangroves, seaweed
beds and tidal mud flats.
32.
Advance implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the
Marine Environment from Land-based Activities and the Montreal Declaration on the Protection
of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, with particular emphasis in the period
2002-2006 on municipal wastewater, the physical alteration and destruction of habitats, and
nutrients, by actions at all levels to:
(a)
Facilitate partnerships, scientific research and diffusion of technical knowledge;
mobilize domestic, regional and international resources; and promote human and institutional
capacity-building, paying particular attention to the needs of developing countries;
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(b)
Strengthen the capacity of developing countries in the development of their
national and regional programmes and mechanisms to mainstream the objectives of the Global
Programme of Action and to manage the risks and impacts of ocean pollution;
(c)
Elaborate regional programmes of action and improve the links with strategic
plans for the sustainable development of coastal and marine resources, noting in particular areas
which are subject to accelerated environmental changes and development pressures;
(d)
Make every effort to achieve substantial progress by the next Global Programme
of Action conference in 2006 to protect the marine environment from land-based activities.
33.
Enhance maritime safety and protection of the marine environment from pollution by
actions at all levels to:
(a)
Invite States to ratify or accede to and implement the conventions and protocols
and other relevant instruments of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) relating to the
enhancement of maritime safety and protection of the marine environment from marine pollution
and environmental damage caused by ships, including the use of toxic anti-fouling paints and
urge IMO to consider stronger mechanisms to secure the implementation of IMO instruments by
flag States;
(b)
Accelerate the development of measures to address invasive alien species in
ballast water. Urge IMO to finalize the IMO International Convention on the Control and
Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments.
33.bis Governments, taking into account their national circumstances, are encouraged, recalling
paragraph 8 of resolution GC (44)/RES/17 of the General Conference of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) and taking into account the very serious potential for environment and
human health impacts of radioactive wastes, to make efforts to examine and further improve
measures and internationally agreed regulations regarding safety, while stressing the importance
of having effective liability mechanisms in place, relevant to international maritime
transportation and other transboundary movement of radioactive material, radioactive waste and
spent fuel, including, inter alia, arrangements for prior notification and consultations done in
accordance with relevant international instruments.
34.
Improve the scientific understanding and assessment of marine and coastal ecosystems as
a fundamental basis for sound decision-making, through actions at all levels to:
(a)
Increase scientific and technical collaboration, including integrated assessment at
the global and regional levels, including the appropriate transfer of marine science and marine
technologies and techniques for the conservation and management of living and non-living
marine resources and expanding ocean-observing capabilities for the timely prediction and
assessment of the state of marine environment;
(b) Establish by 2004 a regular process under the United Nations for global reporting and
assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects, both
current and foreseeable, building on existing regional assessments;
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(c)
Build capacity in marine science, information and management, through, inter
alia, promoting the use of environmental impact assessments and environmental evaluation and
reporting techniques, for projects or activities that are potentially harmful to the coastal and
marine environments and their living and non-living resources;
(d)
Strengthen the ability of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, FAO and other relevant
international and regional and subregional organizations to build national and local capacity in
marine science and the sustainable management of oceans and their resources.
35.
An integrated, multi-hazard, inclusive approach to address vulnerability, risk assessment
and disaster management, including prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery,
is an essential element of a safer world in the twenty-first century. Actions are required at all
levels to:
(a)
Strengthen the role of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and
encourage the international community to provide the necessary financial resources to its Trust
Fund;
(b)
Support the establishment of effective regional, subregional and national strategies
and scientific and technical institutional support for disaster management;
(c)
Strengthen the institutional capacities of countries and promote international joint
observation and research, through improved surface-based monitoring and increased use of
satellite data, dissemination of technical and scientific knowledge, and the provision of assistance
to vulnerable countries;
(d)
Reduce the risks of flooding and drought in vulnerable countries by, inter alia,
promoting wetland and watershed protection and restoration, improved land-use planning,
improving and applying more widely techniques and methodologies for assessing the potential
adverse effects of climate change on wetlands and, as appropriate, assisting countries that are
particularly vulnerable to those effects;
(e)
Improve techniques and methodologies for assessing the effects of climate
change, and encourage the continuing assessment of those adverse effects by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change;
(f)
Encourage the dissemination and use of traditional and indigenous knowledge to
mitigate the impact of disasters, and promote community-based disaster management planning by
local authorities, including through training activities and raising public awareness;
(g)
Support the ongoing voluntary contribution of, as appropriate, non-governmental
organizations, the scientific community and other partners in the management of natural disasters
according to agreed, relevant guidelines;
(h)
Develop and strengthen early warning systems and information networks in
disaster management, consistent with the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction;
(i)
Develop and strengthen capacity at all levels to collect and disseminate scientific
and technical information, including the improvement of early warning systems for predicting
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extreme weather events, especially El Niño/La Niña, through the provision of assistance to
institutions devoted to addressing such events, including the International Centre for the Study of
the El Niño phenomenon;
(j)
Promote cooperation for the prevention and mitigation of, preparedness for,
response to and recovery from major technological and other disasters with an adverse impact on
the environment in order to enhance the capabilities of affected countries to cope with such
situations.
36.
Change in the Earth’s climate and its adverse effects are a common concern of
humankind. We remain deeply concerned that all countries, particularly developing countries
including the least developed countries and small island developing States, face increased risks of
negative impacts of climate change and recognize that, in this context, the problems of poverty,
land degradation, access to water and food and human health remain at the centre of global
attention. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the key instrument
for addressing climate change, a global concern, and we reaffirm our commitment to achieving
its ultimate objective of stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a
level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system, within a
time frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that
food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to proceed in a
sustainable manner, in accordance with our common but differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities. Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration, in which heads of
State and Government resolved to make every effort to ensure the entry into force of the Kyoto
Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, preferably by the
tenth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 2002,
and to embark on the required reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases, States that have
ratified the Kyoto Protocol strongly urge States that have not already done so to ratify the Kyoto
Protocol in a timely manner. Actions at all levels are required to:
(a)

Meet all the commitments and obligations under the UNFCCC;

(b)

Work cooperatively towards achieving the objectives of the UNFCCC;

(c)
Provide technical and financial assistance and capacity building to developing
countries and countries with economies in transition in accordance with commitments under the
UNFCCC, including the Marrakech accords;
(d)
Build and enhance scientific and technological capabilities, inter alia through
continuing support to the IPCC for the exchange of scientific data and information especially in
developing countries;
(e)

Develop and transfer technological solutions;

(f)
Develop and disseminate innovative technologies in respect of key sectors of
development, particularly energy, and of investment in this regard, including through private
sector involvement, market-oriented approaches, as well as supportive public policies and
international cooperation;
(g)
Promote the systematic observation of the Earth’s atmosphere, land and oceans by
improving monitoring stations, increasing the use of satellites, and appropriate integration of
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these observations to produce high-quality data that could be disseminated for the use of all
countries, in particular developing countries;
(h) Enhance the implementation of national, regional and international strategies to
monitor the Earth’s atmosphere, land and oceans including, as appropriate, strategies for
integrated global observations, inter alia with the cooperation of relevant international
organisations, especially the United Nations specialized agencies in cooperation with the
UNFCCC;
(i)
Support initiatives to assess the consequences of climate change, such as the
Arctic Council initiative, including the environmental, economic and social impacts on local and
indigenous communities.
37.
Enhance cooperation at the international, regional and national levels to reduce air
pollution, including transboundary air pollution, acid deposition and ozone depletion bearing in
mind the Rio principles, including, inter alia, the principle that, in view of the different
contributions to global environmental degradation, States have common but differentiated
responsibilities, with actions at all levels to:
(a)
Strengthen capacities of developing countries and countries with economies in
transition to measure, reduce and assess the impacts of air pollution, including health impacts,
and provide financial and technical support for these activities;
(b)
Facilitate implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer by ensuring adequate replenishment of its fund by 2003/2005;
(c)
Further support the effective regime for the protection of the ozone layer
established in the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal
Protocol, including its compliance mechanism;
(d)
Improve access by developing countries to affordable, accessible, cost-effective,
safe and environmentally sound alternatives to ozone-depleting substances by 2010, and assist
them in complying with the phase-out schedule under the Montreal Protocol, bearing in mind that
ozone depletion and climate change are scientifically and technically interrelated;
(e)

Take measures to address illegal traffic in ozone-depleting substances.
***

42.
Biodiversity, which plays a critical role in overall sustainable development and poverty
eradication, is essential to our planet, human well-being and to the livelihood and cultural
integrity of people. However, biodiversity is currently being lost at unprecedented rates due to
human activities; this trend can only be reversed if the local people benefit from the conservation
and sustainable use of biological diversity, in particular in countries of origin of genetic
resources, in accordance with article 15 of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The
Convention is the key instrument for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from use of genetic resources. A more
efficient and coherent implementation of the three objectives of the Convention and the
achievement by 2010 of a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biological diversity
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will require the provision of new and additional financial and technical resources to developing
countries, and includes actions at all levels to:
(a)
Integrate the objectives of the Convention into global, regional and national
sectoral and cross-sectoral programmes and policies, in particular in the programmes and policies
of the economic sectors of countries and international financial institutions;
(b)
Promote the ongoing work under the Convention on the sustainable use on
biological diversity, including on sustainable tourism, as a cross-cutting issue relevant to
different ecosystems, sectors and thematic areas;
(c)
Encourage effective synergies between the Convention and other multilateral
environmental agreements, inter alia, through the development of joint plans and programmes,
with due regard to their respective mandates, regarding common responsibilities and concerns;
(d)
Implement the Convention and its provisions, including active follow-up of its
work programmes and decisions through national, regional and global action programmes, in
particular the national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and strengthen their integration
into relevant cross-sectoral strategies, programmes and policies, including those related to
sustainable development and poverty eradication, including initiatives which promote
community-based sustainable use of biological diversity;
(e)
Promote the wide implementation and further development of the ecosystem
approach, as being elaborated in the ongoing work of the Convention;
(f)
Promote concrete international support and partnership for the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, including in ecosystems, at World Heritage sites and for the
protection of endangered species, in particular through the appropriate channelling of financial
resources and technology to developing countries and countries with economies in transition;
(g)
To effectively conserve and sustainably use biodiversity, promote and support
initiatives for hot spot areas and other areas essential for biodiversity and promote the
development of national and regional ecological networks and corridors;
(h)
Provide financial and technical support to developing countries, including
capacitybuilding, in order to enhance indigenous and community-based biodiversity conservation
efforts;
(i)
Strengthen national, regional and international efforts to control invasive alien
species, which are one of the main causes of biodiversity loss, and encourage the development of
effective work programme on invasive alien species at all levels;
(j)
Subject to national legislation, recognize the rights of local and indigenous
communities who are holders of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, and, with the
approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices, develop
and implement benefit-sharing mechanisms on mutually agreed terms for the use of such
knowledge, innovations and practices;
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(k)
Encourage and enable all stakeholders to contribute to the implementation of the
objectives of the Convention, and in particular recognize the specific role of youth, women and
indigenous and local communities in conserving and using biodiversity in a sustainable way;
(l)
Promote the effective participation of indigenous and local communities in
decision and policy-making concerning the use of their traditional knowledge;
(m)
Encourage technical and financial support to developing countries and countries
with economies in transition in their efforts to develop and implement, as appropriate, inter alia,
national sui generis systems and traditional systems according to national priorities and
legislation, with a view to conserving and the sustainable use of biodiversity;
(n)
Promote the wide implementation of and continued work on the Bonn Guidelines
on Access to Genetic Resources and Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits arising out of their
Utilization of the Convention, as an input to assist Parties to the Convention when developing
and drafting legislative, administrative or policy measures on access and benefit-sharing, and
contract and other arrangements under mutually agreed terms for access and benefit-sharing;
(o)
Negotiate within the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
bearing in mind the Bonn Guidelines, an international regime to promote and safeguard the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources;
(p)
Encourage successful conclusion of existing processes under the World
Intellectual Property Organization Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and
Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore, and in the ad hoc open-ended working
group on article 8 (j) and related provisions of the Convention;
(q)
Promote practicable measures for access to the results and benefits arising from
biotechnologies based upon genetic resources, in accordance with articles 15 and 19 of the
Convention, including through enhanced scientific and technical cooperation on biotechnology
and biosafety, including the exchange of experts, training human resources and developing
research-oriented institutional capacities;
(r)
With a view to enhancing synergy and mutual supportiveness, taking into account
the decisions under the relevant agreements, promote the discussions, without prejudging their
outcome, with regard to the relationships between the Convention and agreements related to
international trade and intellectual property rights, as outlined in the Doha Ministerial
Declaration;
(s)
Initiative;

Promote the implementation of the programme of work of the Global Taxonomy

(t)
Invite all States which have not already done so to ratify the Convention, the
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and other biodiversity-related agreements, and invite those that
have done so, to promote their effective implementation at the national, regional and
international levels and to support developing countries and countries with economies in
transition technically and financially in this regard.
***
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X.

Institutional framework for sustainable development

120. An effective institutional framework for sustainable development at all levels is key to the
full implementation of Agenda 21, the follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on
Sustainable Development and meeting emerging sustainable development challenges. Measures
aimed at strengthening such a framework should build on the provisions of Agenda 21 as well as
the 1997 Programme for its further implementation and the principles of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development and should promote the achievement of the internationally agreed
development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, taking into account
the Monterrey Consensus and relevant outcomes of other major United Nations conferences and
international agreements since 1992. It should be responsive to the needs of all countries, taking
into account the specific needs of developing countries including the means of implementation. It
should lead to the strengthening of international bodies and organizations dealing with
sustainable development, while respecting their existing mandates, as well as to the strengthening
of relevant regional, national and local institutions.
120.bis. Good governance is essential for sustainable development. Sound economic policies,
solid democratic institutions responsive to the needs of the people and improved infrastructure
are the basis for sustained economic growth, poverty eradication, and employment creation.
Freedom, peace and security, domestic stability, respect for human rights, including the right to
development, and the rule of law, gender equality, market-oriented policies, and an overall
commitment to just and democratic societies are also essential and mutually reinforcing.
Objectives
121. Measures to strengthen sustainable development institutional arrangements at all levels
should be taken within the framework of Agenda 211 and should build on developments since
UNCED, and should lead to the achievement of, inter alia, the following objectives:
(a)

Strengthening commitments to sustainable development;

(b)
Integration of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development in a balanced manner;
(c)
Strengthening of the implementation of Agenda 21, including through the
mobilization of financial and technological resources, as well as capacity-building programmes,
particularly for developing countries;
(d)

Strengthening coherence, coordination and monitoring;

(e)

Promoting the rule of law and strengthening of governmental institutions;

(f)
Increasing effectiveness and efficiency through limiting overlap and duplication
of activities of international organizations, within and outside the United Nations system, based
on their mandates and comparative advantages;

1

References in the present chapter to Agenda 21 are deemed to include Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit.
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(g)
Enhancing participation and effective involvement of civil society and other
relevant stakeholders in the implementation of Agenda 21, as well as promoting transparency and
broad public participation;
(h)
Strengthening capacities for sustainable development at all levels, including the
local level, in particular those of developing countries;
(i)
Strengthening international cooperation aimed at reinforcing the implementation
of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit.
Strengthening the institutional framework for sustainable development at the
international level
122.

The international community should:

(a)
Enhance the integration of sustainable development goals as reflected in
Agenda 21 and support for implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit into
the policies, work programmes and operational guidelines of relevant United Nations agencies,
programmes and funds, GEF and international financial and trade institutions within their
mandates, while stressing that their activities should take full account of national programmes
and priorities, particularly those of developing countries, as well as, where appropriate, countries
with economies in transition, to achieve sustainable development;
(b)
Strengthen collaboration within and between the United Nations system,
international financial institutions, the Global Environment Facility and WTO, utilizing the
United Nations Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB), the United Nations
Development Group, the Environment Management Group and other inter-agency coordinating
bodies. Strengthened inter-agency collaboration should be pursued in all relevant contexts, with
special emphasis on the operational level and involving partnership arrangements on specific
issues to support, in particular, developing countries’ efforts in implementing Agenda 21;
(c)
Strengthen and better integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development
policies and programmes, and promote the full integration of sustainable development objectives
into programmes and policies of bodies that have a primary focus on social issues. In particular,
the social dimension of sustainable development should be strengthened, inter alia, by
emphasizing follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit for Social Development and its
five-year review, and taking into account their reports, and by support to social protection
systems;
(d)
Fully implement the outcomes of decision I on international environmental
governance adopted by the UNEP Governing Council at its seventh special session, and invite
the General Assembly at its fifty-seventh session to consider the important but complex issue of
establishing universal membership for the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment
Forum;
(e)
Engage actively and constructively in ensuring the timely completion of the
negotiations on a comprehensive United Nations convention against corruption, including the
question of repatriation of funds illicitly acquired to countries of origin;
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(f)
Promote corporate responsibility and accountability and the exchange of best
practices in the context of sustainable development, including, as appropriate, through
multistakeholder dialogue, such as through the Commission on Sustainable Development, and
other initiatives;
(g)

Take concrete action to implement the Monterrey Consensus at all levels.

123. Good governance at the international level is fundamental for achieving sustainable
development. In order to ensure a dynamic and enabling international economic environment, it
is important to promote global economic governance through addressing the international
finance, trade, technology and investment patterns that have an impact on the development
prospects of developing countries. To this effect, the international community should take all
necessary and appropriate measures, including ensuring support for structural and
macroeconomic reform, a comprehensive solution to the external debt problem and increasing
market access for developing countries. Efforts to reform the international financial architecture
need to be sustained with greater transparency and the effective participation of developing
countries in decision-making processes. A universal, rule-based, open, non-discriminatory and
equitable multilateral trading system, as well as meaningful trade liberalization, can substantially
stimulate development worldwide, benefiting countries at all stages of development.
124. A vibrant and effective United Nations system is fundamental to the promotion of
international cooperation for sustainable development and to a global economic system that
works for all. To this effect, a firm commitment to the ideals of the United Nations and to the
principles of international law and those enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and to
strengthening the United Nations system and other multilateral institutions and promoting the
improvement of their operations, is essential. States should also fulfil their commitment to
negotiate and finalize as soon as possible a United Nations convention against corruption in all
its aspects, including the question of repatriation of funds illicitly acquired to countries of origin
and also to promoting stronger cooperation to eliminate money-laundering.
Role of the General Assembly
125. The General Assembly of the United Nations should adopt sustainable development as a
key element of the overarching framework for United Nations activities, particularly for
achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the
Millennium Declaration, and should give overall political direction to the implementation of
Agenda 21 and its review.
Role of the Economic and Social Council
126. Pursuant to the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and Agenda 21
provisions regarding the Economic and Social Council and General Assembly resolutions 48/162
and 50/227, which reaffirmed the Council as the central mechanism for the coordination of the
United Nations system and its specialized agencies and supervision of subsidiary bodies, in
particular its functional commissions, and to promote the implementation of Agenda 21 by
strengthening system-wide coordination, the Council should:
(a)
Increase its role in overseeing system-wide coordination and the balanced
integration of economic, social and environmental aspects of United Nations policies and
programmes aimed at promoting sustainable development;
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(b)
Organize periodic consideration of sustainable development themes in regard to
the implementation of Agenda 21, including the means of implementation. Recommendations in
regard to such themes could be made by the Commission on Sustainable Development;
(c)
Make full use of its high-level, coordination, operational activities and the general
segments to effectively take into account all relevant aspects of the work of the United Nations
on sustainable development. In this context, the Council should encourage the active
participation of major groups in its high-level segment and the work of its relevant functional
commissions, in accordance with the respective rules of procedure;
(d)
Promote greater coordination, complementarity, effectiveness and efficiency of
activities of its functional commissions and other subsidiary bodies that are relevant to the
implementation of Agenda 21;
(e)
Terminate the work of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for
Development and transfer its work to the Commission on Sustainable Development;
(f)
Ensure that there is a close link between the role of the Council in the follow-up to
the Summit and its role in the follow-up to the Monterrey Consensus, in a sustained and
coordinated manner. To that end, the Council should explore ways to develop arrangements
relating to its meetings with the Bretton Woods institutions and WTO, as set out in the Monterrey
Consensus;
(g)
Intensify its efforts to ensure that gender mainstreaming is an integral part of its
activities concerning the coordinated implementation of Agenda 21.
Role and function of the Commission on Sustainable Development
127. The Commission on Sustainable Development should continue to be the high-level
commission on sustainable development within the United Nations system and serve as a forum
for consideration of issues related to integration of the three dimensions of sustainable
development. Although the role, functions and mandate of the Commission as set out in relevant
parts of Agenda 21 and adopted in General Assembly resolution 47/191 continue to be relevant,
the Commission needs to be strengthened, taking into account the role of relevant institutions and
organizations. An enhanced role of the Commission should include reviewing and monitoring
progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 and fostering coherence of implementation,
initiatives and partnerships.
128. Within that context, the Commission should give more emphasis on actions that enable
implementation at all levels, including promoting and facilitating partnerships involving
Governments, international organizations and relevant stakeholders for the implementation of
Agenda 21.
129.

The Commission should:
(a)

Review and evaluate progress and promote further implementation of Agenda 21;
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(b)
Focus on the cross-sectoral aspects of specific sectoral issues and provide a forum
for better integration of policies, including through interaction among Ministers dealing with the
various dimensions and sectors of sustainable development through the high-level segments;
(c)
Agenda 21;

Address new challenges and opportunities related to the implementation of

(d)
The Commission should focus on actions related to implementation of Agenda 21,
limiting negotiations in the sessions of the Commission to every two years;
(e)

Limit the number of themes addressed in each session.

130. In relation to its role in facilitating implementation, the Commission should emphasize
the following:
(a)
Review progress and promote the further implementation of Agenda 21. In this
context, the Commission should identify constraints on implementation and make
recommendations to overcome those constraints;
(b)
Serve as a focal point for the discussion of partnerships that promote sustainable
development, including sharing lessons learned, progress made and best practices;
(c)
Review issues related to financial assistance and transfer of technology for
sustainable development, as well as capacity-building, while making full use of existing
information. In this regard, the Commission on Sustainable Development could give
consideration to more effective use of national reports and regional experience and to this end
make appropriate recommendations;
(d)
Provide a forum for analysis and exchange of experience on measures that assist
sustainable development planning, decision-making and the implementation of sustainable
development strategies. In this regard, the Commission could give consideration to more
effective use of national and regional reports;
(e)
Take into account significant legal developments in the field of sustainable
development, with due regard to the role of relevant intergovernmental bodies in promoting the
implementation of Agenda 21 relating to international legal instruments and mechanisms.
131. With regard to the practical modalities and programme of work of the Commission,
specific decisions on those issues should be taken by the Commission at its next session, when
the Commission’s thematic work programme will be elaborated. In particular, the following
issues should be considered:
(a)
Giving a balanced consideration to implementation of all of the mandates of the
Commission contained in General Assembly resolution 47/191;
(b)
Continuing to provide for more direct and substantive involvement of
international organizations and major groups in the work of the Commission;
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(c)
Give greater consideration to the scientific contributions to sustainable
development through, for example, drawing on the scientific community and encouraging
national, regional and international scientific networks to be involved in the Commission;
(d) Furthering the contribution of educators to sustainable development, including, where
appropriate, in the activities of the Commission;
(e)

The scheduling and duration of intersessional meetings.

132. Undertake further measures to promote best practices and lessons learned in sustainable
development, and in addition promote the use of contemporary methods of data collection and
dissemination, including broader use of information technologies.
__________
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